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n&um. Not Length, the Moasure.

We observe some disposition to criti-
cise, in advance, President ROOSEVELT'S
first annual message to the Congress,
merely because the document is re-
ported to be of extraordinary length,
Joriger, in fact, than any message ever
before submitted by any President of
the United States.

This is unphilosophical and unjust.

The Constitution requires the Presi-
dent tq give to the Congrees from time
to time information of the state of the
Union, and to recommend for their con-
sideration such measures as he shall
judge necessary and expedient. There
fs absolutely no restriction upon the
fulmess of the information he shall give,
or upon the number of measures he shall
recommend for consideration,

Nor is there any prohibitory precedent
in ‘the practice of his predecessors in
office. Every President must be the
sole judge of the form which his com-
munication shall take. His conscience
and his sense of public ddty must de-
termine the matter, unhampered by
outside considerations.

Mr. ROOBEVELT is quite right in taking
all the space he needs for the explanation
of his views; and the courtesy of the
American public ought to be at least as
considerate, in this respect, as the cour-
tesy of the United States Senate.

Long or short, three thousand words
or thirty thousand, the first annual
message of the new President will be
received respectfully, and be read and
studied with uncommon interest.

The judgment passed upon it as a
political document and an intellectual
performance will be based on quality,
not quantity.

The Adjournment of the Anti-Reci-
procity Convention.

The net results of the so-called Reci-
procity Convention at Washington are
not enlightening.

There is nothing novel in the recom-
mendation for the establishment of a
new Department of Commerce and
Industries, with a Secretary holdinga
place in the President’'s Cabinet.

The proposition to refer any specific
plan of reciprocity to a Commission,
established as a permanent bureau of
the new Department of Commerce and

1nfndustries, merely whips the devil around
tr the stump. :

The most interesting feature of the
resolutions which the Convention adopted
before adjourning is the attempt to give
us what THE SUN asked for the other
day, namely, an accurate and satisfac-
tory definition of reciprocity. This is
attempted in resolution number 1:

* That this Convention recommends to Congress
the malntenance of the principle of protection for
the home market and to open up by reciprocity
opportunities for increased foreign trade by special
modifications of the tariff, In special cases, but only
where It can be done without Injury to any one of
our home Interests of manufacturing, commerce,
or farming

We have italicized the important
word. An attempt to amend by mak-
ing the provision read ‘' but only where
it can be done without serious injury
to any of the home interests ' &c., was
voted down in the Committee on Reso-
lutions. The reciprocity contemplated
by the Convention is a reciprocity
wherein nothing is to be vielded by this
country in a reciproosl way

That is not the reciprocity Mr. BLAINE
had in mind.  That is not the reciprocity
held in view in the treaties which Presi-
deat MCKINLEY negotisted through
Mr. KassoN The idea has been 10
voncede something. to sacrifice smaller
interests, perhaps. to some extent for
the sake of bigger interests, (o arrange
matlers so0 a8 1o open new markets
abroad. on the principle of the greatest
good of the greatest number  HKut the
Convention says No'

Nor i 1t the reciprooity demanded
by the Hepublican platform of 148,
which laid down the principle upon
which Mr MoKixiry s Administration
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nowadays, mammoth new office build-
ings, such as have enormously increased
the value of New York property, are
built on sites either owned outright
by individuals or by large corporations
which find such modern office buildings
an excellent investment, or by syndicate
companies, especially organized and
capitalized for that purpose. In Lon-
don the difficulty of aequiring by abeo-
lute ownership a site in an important
business thoroughfare is a deterrent
to the construction of big buildings
which, at the close of the tenure, would
revert to the land owners favored by
the Fnglish laws of entail.

Another obstacle to the construction
of American buildings in London is to be
found in the fact that the topographical
necessity for them does not exist to the
same extent as here, where the ocon-
figuration of the island limits rigidly
the growth in area of the business part
of the city.

The American plan of building—the
use of steel instead of brick, of cement
instead of masonry and of fireproof
material instead of wood—has come to
be understood and appreciated else-
where, but in London it is likely to en-
counter the opposition which meets all
innovations in a community tenacious
of old ideals, laws and usages.

Whether such opposition will avall to
postpone~—for it cannot prevent—the
adoption in London of modern Ameri-
can methods of skyscraper construction
is oonjectural, but one beneflt certain
to be derived from the adoption of the
tall building will be an improvement
in English elevators, or “lifts.'” The
‘inferiority of those manufactured in
England to those made in the United
States is undeniable; and without ele-
vators skyscrapers would be impossible,
in a business sense. Their free and
genéral use in the United States, the
safety and celerity of their operation,
and the progressive and convenient
methods adopted in their handling,
recall the jocose query of the American
tourist in London who suggested when
in an English “lift " that greater speed
might perhaps be secured by making
the elevator stationary and moving the
floora as required.

The Reason Why.

Mr. ADRIAN BORREBACH of this city
addresses to THE SUN a plain and en-
tirely proper question:

* Reading Tum Suw's editorial article on Eng-
land’'s concentration policy In South Africa, the
thought struok me to ask why THE SUN s agalnst
interference on the part of the United States In
the Boer war.” .

We shall allow the Secretary of State,
representing both the foreign policy of
President MCKINLEY'S Administration
and that of President ROOSEVELT'S, to
answer this question for us. Mr. Hay
sald on Tueaday evening last:

* We are grieved and distressed whea there are
differences among them, but even then we should
pever think of trying to compose any of those
differences except by the request of both parties
%0 1t. Not even our earnest desire for peace among
them will lead us to any action which might offend
their national dignity or thelr just sense of Inde-
pendence. We owe them all the censideration
which we claim for ourselves.”

The Secretary of State was speaking
of the republics to the south of us, which
come within the sphere of the Monroe
Doctrine. The principle which he laid
down applies with even greater force to
the affairs of the British and the Boers.
We are grieved and distressed by the
situation in South Africa, but we should
never think of intervention there except
at the request of both parties.

When that request comes, not from
one party but from both parties, the
good offices of the United States Gov-

unexceptionable position of our Govern-
ment since the Roer war began

The War Department on Its Dignity.

The Secretary of War has taken up
arms recently in defence of the records
of his department, and of the right of the
military authorities to make decisions
in military matters At first sight it
would seem that those authorities were
the proper and only persons to decide
military points.  but it appears that «
custom has grown up in othor depart
ments of the Government to call upon the
War Department  for  transeripts  of
records. and then to render decisions
on matters involved, not always with
regard to former rulings of the military
authorities This  custom, SNecretary
Koot savs in effect . must (nase

Inarecent cireular the Necretary savs
that the calls upon the War Department
by subordinste officers and employees
of other departments (o extended copies
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wvania Milila was not in the military service of the
United States, the Assistant Secretery of the In-
terfor beld thet the claiment comtracied his dia-
abllity while in the service of the United States
and In the line of duty.”

“ MAY 8, 1897—The Assistant Seoretary of the In-
tertor determined upon a different date of dle-
charge from that decided by the War Department
to be the correct date ™

“ JAN, 16, 1901-The faots shown by the recorda
of the War Department are binding and conclusive
upon this department (the Interior Department]
but the deductions and conclusians of the ofcers
of the War Department are not, and have never
been held to be."” ’

In other cases other departments have
“‘accepted’’ the decisions of the Adjutant-
Qeneral's office as to certain matters;
have ‘‘ accepted '’ the views of the Judge
Advocates General on other matters;
but again have declined to be bound by
the rulings made in the coursoc of busi-
ness by the War Office anthorities. Here
Are Cases:

“ MAY 27, 1886 -Where it was declded In & certain
oase that a soldier was discharged to accept ap-
polntment as Captain, 1t wad held by the Second
Comptroller [of the Tre'uu!n that he was dls-
charged by reason of wounds,”

“ APRIL 4, 1899—-The opinion of the Secretary of
War that volunteer organizations ceased to be
‘operating agalnst the ememy ' on the dates on
which they were notified that they were or were to
be mustered out of service [was) not accepted.”

A position since abandoned by the
Treasury Department was that a soldier's
military status dated from the day on
which he was enrolled for service; the
War Department held that it dated from
his mustor into the servioes.

Many other instances of accepting or
refusing to accept the decisions of the
War Department on military matters
are given by Gon, LIEBER on Gen. AINS-
WORTH'S suggestion; but those quoted
here rhow how contradictory the views
of other department officials have heen
with regard to matters coming within
the jurisdiction of the army authorities.
The entire custom has tended to degrade
the War Department from ite position
as responsible for military affgirs, and
to make it merely an agency for collect-
ing facts for other departments, which
rererved the right to accept or not to
acoept them, and further to make de-
cisions on the facts acoepted.

The new order will change thia state
of affairs. It will save much time to
the War Department, and moro than
that, will place the department again
in the position of making decicions and
rulings on army questions, which will
have to be accepted by the other depart-
ments as final and authoritative.

Automoblle Graphospasm.

Surely, no one has been foolish enough
to suppose for an instant that that high-
geared and marble-hearted wind chaser,
the automobolist, could keep on run-
ning down plain, law-abiding citizens
and decimating flock after flock of barn-
yard fowl without being overtaken,
sooner or later, by the gods of vengeance.
Everybody must have understood that
the time was near when this arch offender
of slow-moving humanity would be
called to account and, likely as not,
made to suffer as a penalty some terrible
affliction. But if there ever has been
any doubt in the matter, it will disap-
pear like morning dew before the ter-
rifying announcement of medical science
that the scorching ‘* autoist '’ has devel-
oped unmistakable symptoms of scriv-
ener's palsy, or, as it is specifically and
technically designated, ‘' automobile

graphospasm.”

We are informed by the Moter World |
that the discovery of this malady was '
made by a specialist in nervous dis- |

orders, who has treated several cases
of it. Unlike some of the troubles

which used to annoy bicyele scorchers, |

this new affliction doesn't bother itself
about anvthing so trivial as the face or
the neck or the ankles, whereof the tem-
porary distress, although awkward and
disagreeable, would not render a chauf-
feur totally incapable of guiding his ma-
Automobile graphospasin seizes
him where it knows it can hold him, in
the arms, preferably the forearms, and
before its vietim suspects what is up,
those valuable appendages become
utterly helpless

Think of the simultaneous and vio-
contraction, on the spur of the
moment, of one's flexor profundus
digitorum, flexor sublimus  digitorum
and flexor longus pollieis, & vompanied
by & pronounced discolorat n of the
surrounding epidermis’  That s what
happens to a fellow who falls prey 10
this newfungled twentieth century ail
ment, and f we are rightly infopmed
i ois all caused by holding on like grim
death  to  the automobile s steerning
@pparatus

Is it any wonder that the chauffeur
who hnde that bus ferors
digitorum  have susjended
o0 that he no longer s able to control has
oanes termibly alarmed and
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Nont

poked: itself into the ranks
of the cyclists and they had experienced
a painful irritation of the mucous mem-
brane of that organ, was it shown that
the trouble resulted directly from breath-
ing into the nostrils myriads of * spicules
of triturated vegetable matter,”” which
became firmly imbedded in the nasal
tissues. A source of grave apprehen-
slon, also, was the ‘' bicvole heart,”
until it was authoritatively announced
that wheeling, instead of endangering
the heart, might be extremely beneficial
to it, particularly where ‘‘ degenerated
conditions of the muscular fibres"
were involved, and in ‘‘dilated hearts
either with or without compensatory
hypertrophy."

The intrusion of automobile grapho-
spasm among the chauffeurs is, no
doubt, a regrettable occurrence; but its
name isn't half as terrible as some which
are likely to be applied to the alleged
troubles of automobilists in the future.

Local Option for New York.

Undoubtedly this letter expresses
the sentiment of a far greater number
of the people of New York concerning
liquor saloons than some of those who
are advocating the general opening of
these on Sunday have supposed:

* To THER EDITOR OoF THE SUN-—-Sir: The 'large
number demanding drink' on Sunday |a exag-
gerated. Very many of the working people cannot
afford to drink and are sensible enough to refrain.
The prevalling opinion cannot be gauged by jghat
of any dosen or more of the * most intelligent and
distingulshed men of the town.' What do the
vast majority of the inhabitants, the respectable
common people, think on the subject? [If thelr
dictum was obtainable it Is quite probable they
would promptly ‘sit down' on the proposition.

" Think of 1t! respectable business shops not
allowed to open on Sunday, but lounging places
for drinkera, touts and scrappers permitted! And
on a day when unlimited lelsure means, In this
connection, unlimited ilcense. Consistencyl!

“ Dear In mind that this country ls the most
temperate of civilized lands. We consume in beer
and spirits, per capita, only 14.60 galions yearly,
against 3831 for Britain, 8308 for France, and
90.80 gallons fur Germany. T.H C*"

Even from the point of view of the
temperance advocates themselves, this
is rather an argument for referring
the question of Sunday opening to local
option than a reason for denying to the
people of New York the privilege and
the right to decide it for themselves.

H the question was referred to local
option by the Legislature it is safe to
assume that a very remarkable temper-
ance agitation would be the consequence.
This would give the temperance advo-
cates an unexampled chance to argue
their cause before the people. They
would also have the advantage of the
assistance of those who, however much
they may be in favor of Sunday opening
as a general proposition, would be
against it so far as their immediate
neighborhood was concerned.

Even the strictest temperance advo-
cates, therefore, have good reason to
favor local option as the most prac-
ticable temperance measure to be ob-
tained. That seems to be the motive
of Dr. FUNK, the Prohibitionist, in pro-
posing his plan of ward option.

This letter comes from one of the thou-
sands or milionsa of nloe girls whom we
count among our friends the poets.

“To TAR PpITOR oF TAR SUN-Sir: Several
months ago, 'n & moment of mental aberration, 1
offered to give you all the rhymes which 1 should
write henceforth.

“ 1 now withdraw that offer. | feeal at perfect
liberty to do s0, as you have never pald any atten
tion to 1t

“ Why should 1 send you my rhymes* You al-
ready bave more such trash than you can read,

—

* e N. H.. Nov. 10.*

We do not remember the particular offer
There is & modesty and diguity about the

|

|
|

manner of its withdrawal which impresses us |

more than many stanzas or whole cantos

(COLLECTOR BIDWELL'S CASE,

|

A Letter from His Counnel.

1o tHE kpiror or THE BUN - Sv Our
attention has been called by our elient, (ol-
Jevtor George R Bidwell 10 certain publcas |
tions which have recently appeared in the |

New York Hevald New YorkWaorld, the Kianing
Post, the Tribune und the New York morning
and evening Jownal, which
Churges have heen
and which contaln serious
flecting upon his private life
We are requested Lo inform you that there
W ne wuth iu any of these stgtements that
ne churges have heen preferred agalnst Mr
Bidwell thet none exists ot ths time, and that
there are no facts wlhich Justify charges

Huputations re

We beg therefore 1o indulge the hope that
Ty son will msintain s attityde of reserve
snd fTairness in the malter We have felt
' it duty 1o anformn the newapupers whicl
have given currency 1o Lhese libelous state
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AMNERICAN BRIDGES IN AFRICA.

Twenty of Them Are to Be Hullt for the
Uganda Raliroad.

The British have just given a contract
to the American Bridge Company of Phila-
delphia for the oconstruction of twenty
steel bridges along the line of the Uganda
Rallroad in East Africa. The amount in-
volved is about $1,000,000. English and Con-~
tinental firms competed in the bidding,
but their figures were higher and they could
not guarantee to complete the work in so
short a time as that agreed upon by the
Philadelphia company.

The ordering of these bridges is a part
of the plan adopted over a year ago by
the British Government to complete this
great highway on a permanent basis. The
first plans, on which the original estimates
of cost were based, provided for wooden
bridges,a fmly ballasted line, the minimum
equipment of rolling stock and the smaljest
possible station accommodations.

It was found that such extreme evonomy
would be very expensive in the long run.
The nature of the country precludes the

bility of working a partly completed
© except at a prohibitive cost and at
serious risk of accident. Accordingly, the
road, which will be completed in a few
months to Victoria Nyanza, is being com-
pletely ballasted and made as perfect as
possible in all respects; this is the reason
why the best of steel bridges have been
ordered to replace the wooden structures
already built aud those which were soon to
be constructed. All these improvements
will make the line and its equipment cost
about $24,760,000, which is more than twice
the amount of the original estimate.

The building of this railroad is one of the
most satisfactory enterprises yet under-
taken in Africa. The British vernment
was authorized by Parliament to under-
take the work, at the cost of the nation,
in 1808. About 300 miles of track layin
fromn Mombasa on the Indlan Ocean tow
Victoria Nyanza had been completed on
March 31, 1000. Just a year later 451 miles
had been finished; on Aug. 5 last, the com-

leted portion of the line was 617 miles
ong, leaving only 64 miles to be built.
Port Florence, the inland terminus of the
road, is on the northeast coast of Lake Vic-
toria. The line will be 581 miles long.

The British Government has al y
transported one steam boat in sections to
the lake. The cost of transportation, it
was estimated, was about one-fifth of the
cost of operating the whole railroad for a

. Two more steamers drawing ten

'eet will be carried by rail to the lake, e:rlec{
Tn%xt year, as aooup’a the line I::omplo - A

ese ateamers ying to various ports
on all sides of the lake, will be feeders for
the railroad. They will make the commerce
of the regions all ‘around Victoria Nyanza
directly tributary to the railroad

The great enterprise is already having a
remarkable effect upon the people near
the lake. The natives are moving to the

route. The town of Nairobi has
now 8,000 inhabitants and numerous other
centres of population are rapidly forming.

Mr. Henry Stanley said somne years
ago that over 50,000 porters vere then
employed along the English aind German
routes to Lake Victoria he native demand
for European goods was steadily increas-
ing. The commodities at that time im-
ported for the use of the natives and Furo-
peans amounted to about 1,300 tons an-
nu.ll{ and the cost of carriving these arti-
cles from the sea to the lake was about
$1,050,000 a year. He believed that a great
increase in’the traffic would occur whe®
freight rates were reduced by the railroad.

We have scarcely any idea of the enor-
mous price that is charged in Uganda on

the north shore of the lake for American and |
A piece of cloth that i

other cotton cloths
is worth 38 cents on the coast is sold in
Uganda for $2.50; in other words, a ton of
cloth purchased at the coast for $570 is
worth 83900 in Uganda, the difference
of $3,420 being required to cover profit
and expense of carriage. It is reasonable
to suppose that the demand for foreign
commaodities will greatly increase as soon
as the enormous prices charged for them
are reduced

The natives of East Africa have had
very little to do with building the railroad
In the past two vears an average of 22,248
men, of whom 10,742 were natives of
India. have been working on the roadbed
Early next vear, as soon as the gradi
operations and ballasting of the trac
are completad thousands of the Indian
laborers will be paid off and returned to
their homes

LIBRARIES AND TROLLEYS.

Washington and New York Methods Com-
pared as to Courtesy and Care.

To THE Epittor oF Tue Sty Sir. Having
Just returned from Washingron, after a so-
journ of some two weeks, 1t has been most
vividly impressed upon my mind how that
oty differs from New ) city in vAarious
ways, espacially regarding the Libraries and
trolley cars

e

TUNNEL IN LOWER BROADWAY.

Engineer Parsens Says Four-Traock Sub-
way Would Imperil Tall Bulldings.

The commission appointed by the Appel-
late Division of the Supreme Court to
report upon the proposal of the Rapid
Traneit Commission to build a subway
from City Hall to the Battery and thence
under the East River to Brooklyn, held
another hearing vesterday at 320 Broadway.
W. Barclay Pareons, chief engineer of the
comniission, was examined by John De
Witt Warner, who appeared on behalf of
a number of owners of Broadway property
below Fulton street,

It is proposed by the commission that
the extension consist of two tracks, but
Mr. Warner urged that a four-track road
should be constructed. As to the feasi-
Lility of laying four tracks Mr. Parsons said
that the only way this could be accomy lished
would be to have two sets of tracks. one
above the other, whicly would neceesitate
the digging of a trenclP seventy or eighty
feet deep. Digging to such a depth would
imperil such of the tall buildings on lower
Broadway as are not built on rock foun-
dations.

Mr. Parsons said that the subway, even
with two tracks, would greatly reli-ve the
ocongestion of the Bridge tra Al least
one train of eight care would be run every
minute.

John B. McDonald, who is bu!ldlns the
Rapid Transit Rallroad, received from
Abram 8. Hewitt yesterday a replica in
bronze of the gold medal which was recently
presented to Mr. Hewitt by the Chamber
of Commerce in noofnmon of his servioces
in murin’ rapid transit for the oity.
Mr. Hewitt's gift was acoompanied by a
lotter, in which he sraid:

You are fortunate in having your name
connected with this great enterprise, and
}'ou have secured the admiration of all good

udges for the extraordinary energ' and skill
with which vou have prosecuted your work

In acknowledging Mr. Hewitt's gift Mr.
McDonald wrote,;

Commendation from you s high honor,
and if | shall be able to earn for my practical
work some faint reflection of the well-inerited
public estaam for your great services in the
oause of rapid transit I shall be amply repaid
for my labors

COLER HAS A BOND CHILL.

Foars Shea Will Load Up the City With
Bridge Extonaion Debt.

Comptroller Coler put out a statement
yesterday wherein he pointed out that
unless the apparent purpose of the out-
going municipal government to vote bond
issues indiscriminately was abandoned the
building of the Rapid Transit tunnel to
Brooklyn might be delayed indefinitely.

It is understood that the reason for Mr.
Coler's warning was founded upon some
belief on his part of an intention by the
Tammany authorities to endeavor to push
through Bridge Commissioner Shea's scheme
for an elevated railroad, to be built by the
city, from the Park row terminal of the
Manhattan road down Park row, across
Broadway and to Cortlandt street (orry.

*While I believe,” said Mr. Coler, “in
improving the approaches to the present
bridge, in order 1o relieve congestion, still,
1 think it would be disastrous at this time
to the tunnel’'s prospects to enter into
an elaborate and costly undertaking for
an elevated system on the Manhattan
side of the Bridge, which would have the
effect of creating only a further congestion
on the Bridge, which now has on it all that
it can stand, both in the way of weight and
traffic.”

Tammany might initiate such a scheme,
but eould y commit the city to it
before Jan. 1. Befors the Brid Com-

| missioner could contract for such a road

he would have to get (1) the consent of
the majority of the Board of Estimate;
(2) the consent of the Rapid Transit Com-
mission, or go to law about it if any alert
taxpayer intervened; (3) the oconsent of
property owners on the order of the Ap-
pellate Division in lieu thereof; all in less
than slx weeks.

Mr. Coler received from Andrew G‘rn‘fb
yesterday a letter approving his suggestion
that a constitutional amendment be adopted
leaving dock, water and rapid transit bonds
out of consideration in determining the

| bond-issuing capacity of the city.

WHAT GEN. CORBIN DID SAY.

Told Reporters He Had Been Asked If He
Would Accept Police Cominissionership.
WasmiNaToN, Nov. 21 -~ Nobody seems
to understand just why Gen. Corbin felt
called upon to give the newspaper re-
porters yesterday the impression that the
Police Commissionership of New York
had been offered him The General did
not say that Mavor-eleet lLow tendered
the place to him, but he did say that he
had been asked if he would accept it, and
the plain inference from his statement

| was that somebody in authority bad made

Regarding 'he lLibraries, when one oon-
| trasts the treatment which any stroller re-
celves in the Congressionsl Library, even if
he [« & tramp, so long o~ he behaves him-
sl and thut which people receive 1o our
New York hihranes | do not mention these,
as it might b ansidered invidioas the
difference 1s &' Once seel In the Washing
| tos libraries, every eniployee from the Chief
Librarian 1o e subwrdinates, does his ver
wtmost 1o facilitate the secker after informa
on Here, in Sew York, on the confrary
i1 & visttor gets even & civil word, he may
ougratulate hanasell that he » Lot sctaally
od Indeed would appear as 1l The
librarians i Sew York founddd, by the way
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the offer  Of courss Gen. Corbin wouyld
not give up his place as Adjutant -General,
with the rank of Major-General, and of
oourse he could not make as great & s

ovss in the Police Department as he has 11
the army  Municipal and army methods
are gquite differsnt and, moreover, if Gen
Corbin should leave the army now he
would puse the chance he has of some day
being licutenant-General His chanoe s
not very good, but it s among the possi

bilities that he will reach this rank before
he retires, us he will be the ranking Ma)or

General when Liout -Gen  Miles retires

GROWI. OVER ROERLING DELA)

Jimm)y Boyle Soents Pull K N Bridge
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KEATING BLAMES ENGINEERS,

Pollowed My Predecessors In Asphalt, Sars
He —Coler Suggests Plant Bullding.

Comptroller-elect  Grout's asserting g o
tha meeting of the Board of P I'r [
provements on Wednesday, that 11 \
asphalt specifications are so drawn n« T™
prevent open  competition, drew o
James P. Keating, Commissioner «f i,
ways, yesterdav a long propared

ment. The burden of his defone
the specifications were prepaced
perionced engineers and were < X
the specifications used by his 00 a
predecessors.

Comptroller Coler maid yesterdas
the only way out of the difficulr,
the city to build its own asphalt 1.0,
to do its own paving

“PAGAN" O'LEARY.,

The Ktory of the Celtic Sea Worshippers ang
Their Eminent Descendant, Lately heaq
To THE Enttor or THE 818N 5 \

uptown banquet of a Gaelie soeiety o

evening the memory of the | I

O'Leary was toasted Whao among 1

or Celts here in New York now

“The Pagan?” Only a few Mos

associates, like himself, hnve

minjority At his story puts a

rather grotesque, sequel 1o

it is, perhaps, worth repeating, bt

it must comein its proper pluce ar tie

the chronicle

Frealy--very freely translated, 1! tha
legend:
When 8t Patrick returned o 1y A

after his first visit, he converted o0t ke
in short order, and among them w |
O'Leary. Now King O'Leary  wu- 4 ]
man of the sea, a vigorous and rogg!
if there ever was one  He belonged ¢
of pagans who, unlike their hrothor
Druids, instead of worshipping 1t
worshipped the sea, the great moth,
whom, according to their docirine
eprang  Whether or not the s
husband it s impossible to gy 1 he
surrounding the lower end of the legerd
completely blotted out that interectio g oot
But at all events, the ses worshippor
garded the sun worshippers ra
Protestant pagans and landlubbers o
whom old salts could have Little in commn
Well, King O'Leary wous a half oo
or sceptic with a strong leaning toward 1
tenets of the sea worshippers  He
church, of course, but he was no S s
school teacher  After his haptism by Patrie
he still had his doubts It was hard for |
to abandon his old mother, the seq (e
stormy night as he sat before the great wood
fire in the dining room of his castle averlonk.
ing the Atlantic, he listened to the roarine of
the winds and waves It seemed to him thit
even the forest jolned in the fury of his fon.
crowned mother  Every gigantic wave that
smashed against the rocks and made (s
ground and the castle trembla  denounced
him as a pervert and a traitor He snud
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dered. “What is this mystery of life? e
murmured “Whence are we and abhotio
must we go? I'll consult the oracie tht

peak which overlooks the Valley of the Thou-
sand Tongues "

Now that Valley of tha Thousand Tonguss
has sadly degenerated It s now simply
the Valley of Paddy Blake's Echo  There o
a fine day, if the echo is in a pleasant mond
allone has to do is to shout, *Good luckte
yvou, Paddy Blake!" and the echo will answey
back, “Arra musha good luck ta vou, kindly,
air!™  But, if it {sn't in a good humor, it will
simply rumble and roar till it finishes with
the word, “Blake!”

Well, the King called hisattendants. Doubt.
loss he said: “What ho! Within there!" as
Kings used to do in the old Bowery Anr.
way the attendants rushed in

“Bring me my sword and belt,” sald his
Majesty,"and my latest ulster ©

“Ye gods!” exclaimed his typawritar, “your
Majesty would not go abroad this fearful

night!”
§ ilence, you ticktackling Tom Tit, " roared
the King, “I not only go a road, but | g

alone ok, ye slaves!'

And they all skedaddled )
80 the l(m:. alone and on foot, walked »'\
the way to the Valley of the Thousan |
Tongues Arrived there he planted himse.f
upon a rock and, while the vind tossed his
coolins, he shouted:

“Tell me, ye crags of many tongues, §r
tell me quick, whence are we and whitnes
must we byl

Like a ';n of thunder his wards rolled n
confusion among the rocks above unt | th
reached the top ak, the oracle, which «
ply answered: “Go!” And back from the <01
rounding hills came the fame answer growing
fainter and fainter until the winds would hoar
no_more

His Majesty became enraged In fury le
drew his flashing sword and, pointing it at
the rocks, he roared again until his veo o«

N e S A g e @RI LTIEIP0 RO YIS SO TIILSRS

sounded like the breakers on HRockswa
Bhoals 'l‘nmlnnore? crags'™ he ris
“Know yanot that ‘tis I, your King, who oal
Whenoe ara we, | say, and whither ot
we go? 1
And ngain the echoes answered: “(in'”" ¥
By all the devilfish of the deep' = . L
the King, “the oracle knows no more tia ¥
do Well, T'll go and once gone, |
good O\d‘hih? 1o the religion of Patr t t
stranger 1'll return o the goddes f b
fathers, that fond mother who toss 1
with delight when she was nerry v
me strangs and ever-changing f
when she was pensive, showed me ! b
pictures in phosphorescent waves »
nights were dork, Aung around me g t
apray gems of all colors when the ]
high. lulled me 1o sleep and sent e !
dreams of far off lands when she ¢ o
wenty and knaw that | was safe & .
fulled 1o rouse e when danger was \
no the King returned 1o his oast ¢
his old fanrh  He died o s
buried standing vrect with | { "
eneiies. the Christians of 1. L4
i substanew I8 the story L
John O'Mahony tald 1o the i .
O ary, one svening i the w» p
and Lere s the gqueaer seq
Fhunder' exclaimed Pyt L
suything ta the OV learys of 1
MHe was the Tather of the 1
O'Mahony “wnd you are b
e was the broth of a0 '
soldior, “a s after 1y ow
thils time forward VU never
| I & palar Hear ’
Vagan O'leary
The ususlly glosiny snd » '
MHead (entie was ghted p
Nl O Leas said he '
Paganifig  nus "o L o h
vatrint sy b . ’ ‘
beon enrolled it the F e
be Tanthiu o
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